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For 100 years the International Labour Organisation (ILO) has been charged with a unique mandate, namely to achieve social justice and contribute to global peace by improving rights, strengthening protections and addressing inequalities in the world of work. In 2019, the beginning of its second century, the big question is whether or not this mandate is still relevant in light of the vastly changed circumstances in the nature of work today, especially as we project into the future.

There is a real urgency to this question because of the complex and worrying challenges facing everyone who is dependent on paid work for their livelihoods, as well as business and governments who must navigate through these challenges. Advances in technology, the risks posed by climate change and population demographics present major challenges for the future of work. Added to these are other pressures, less referenced but no less significant. These are the increasing problems posed by high and rising inequalities, the persistent disadvantages faced by women in the labour market and the destabilising effects of financialisation. 

When combined, these add up to a formidable set of challenges for the world of work. Understanding their character is therefore essential for devising a new international approach to delivering social justice, which I want to argue for in this talk, building on the recommendations made in the new report from the Global Commission on the Future of Work, published by the ILO (www.ilo.org/global/topics/future-of-work).
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